


Research Mission

The overall research mission of Marine 
Life Studies (MLS) is to study the 
foraging strategies of transient and 

offshore killer whales as well as investigate 
the abundance, distribution, movement and 
frequency of occurrence of other whale and 
dolphin species in the Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary. MLS will be conducting 
surveys aboard a boat to collect photo-identifica-
tion and behavioral data using photography, video, 
and hydrophone recordings. In addition, MLS 
will be collecting plankton, water, core and 
feces samples.
Good research is a collaborative process. 
Marine Life Studies is committed to sharing

Identification photo of a killer whale’s dorsal fin (top), 
and a killer whale attack on a gray whale calf (bottom).

Education Mission

Data collection is meaningless unless it is 
made available not only to the scientific 
community but also to the general public. 

This is particularly true with regard to informa-
tion about whale and dolphin activity within a 
National Sanctuary.

MLS researchers develop and present public pre-
sentations concerning the status of their research 
on the whales and dolphins in the Monterey Bay 

 
data wi th other researchers.  Whenever 
possible,  we also stand ready to assist 
other researchers in conducting their research by 
making platforms available, providing information 
leads on marine mammal activities, etc.

Research activities take place under the Gen-
eral Authorization for Scientific Research, 
a permit issued by NOAA’s National Marine 
Fisher ies Service.  Research resul ts and 
data will be disseminated in formal research 
reports and peer-reviewed publications.

  A large mixed group of leaping northern rightwhale  
 dolphins and Pacific White-sided dolphins. About Us

Marine Life Studies is a registered  
non-profit scientific research or-
ganization. All donations are tax 

deductible within the scope of current IRS 
policies governing 501(c)3 organizations.                                    

All personnel involved with Marine Life Stud-
ies serve as volunteers; we have no paid 
employees. To this end, all donations are ap-
plied directly to the fulfillment of the mission 
described in this brochure.

Conservation Mission

Species cannot survive unless they have a 
safe place in which to live. A major threat to 
whales and dolphins throughout the world 

is the contamination of their habitats and other 
damaging effects of human activity on marine 
habitats. The Sanctuary and MLS are commit-
ted to actively reducing contamination and 
are dedicated to fostering a respect for the 
marine environment.

Other MLS conservation activities of interest 
include marine mammal entanglement and strand-
ing programs, public education concerning the 
health of the marine environment and actions 
necessary to enhance it’s good health, and in 
assisting other dedicated environmental groups 
in meeting their conservation objectives.

National Marine Sanctuary.  Presentations to 
elementary and secondary schools are high 
priorities.

www.marinelifestudies.org
some photos taken under NMFS permit #782
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